
Road to Renaissance Team Co-Chairs & Shepherds 
 
 

 
Team:  Become the Global Center for Mobility 
 
Dr. David E. Cole, Ph.D.   (Co-Chair) 
Chairman 
Center for Automotive Research 
 
Mr. Stephen R. Polk   (Co-Chair) 
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer 
R. L. Polk & Co. 
 
Dr. Sean McAlinden, Ph.D   (Shepherd) 
Vice President, Research 
Center for Automotive Research 
 
 
Team:  Become a Global Logistics Hub 
 
Mr. James C. Becker   (Co-Chair) 
Mananging Director 
Jones Lang LaSalle 
 
Mr. John Rakolta, Jr.   (Co-Chair) 
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer 
Walbridge Aldinger Company 
 
Dr. Mulugetta Birru, Ph.D.   (Shepherd) 
Director 
Wayne County Department of Economic &  
   Neighborhood Development 
 
Mr. Dave Tyler   (Shepherd) 
Wayne County Department of Economic &  
   Neighborhood Development 



Team:  Grow Greater Detroit’s Creative Community 
 
Mr. Brian Boyle   (Co-Chair) 
Issue Media Group/Model D 
 
Mr. Richard L. Rogers   (Co-Chair) 
President 
College for Creative Studies 
 
Ms. Maud Lyon   (Shepherd) 
Maud Lyon & Associates 
 
Mr. Peter Q. Zeiler   (Shepherd) 
Business Development Representative 
Detroit Economic Growth Corporation 
 
 
Team:  Expand the Region’s Entrepreneurial Capacity 
 
Mr. Howard Bell   (Co-Chair) 
President 
TechTown 
 
Mr. Michael Finney   (Co-Chair) 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Ann Arbor SPARK 
 
Mr. Kenneth Rogers   (Co-Chair) 
Executive Director 
Automation Alley 
 
Mr. Dave Blaszkiewicz  (Shepherd) 
President 
Detroit Investment Fund 
 
 



Team:  Secure a Strong Future Talent Base 
 
Ms. Eleanor M. Josaitis   (Co-Chair) 
Chief Executive Officer & Co-Founder 
Focus: HOPE 
 
Dr. Daniel Little, Ph.D.   (Co-Chair)  
Chancellor 
The University of Michigan – Dearborn 
 
Dr. Mary S. Spangler   (Co-Chair) 
Chancellor 
Oakland Community College 
 
Mr. Greg Handel   (Shepherd) 
Senior Director, Workforce Development 
Detroit Regional Chamber 
 
 
Team:  Promote Globally, Communicate Locally 
 
Mr. Larry Alexander   (Co-Chair) 
President 
Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors Bureau 
 
Mr. John W. Carroll, Jr.   (Co-Chair) 
Executive Director 
Detroit Regional Economic Partnership 
 
Ms. Mary Kramer   (Co-Chair) 
Publisher 
Crain’s Detroit Business 
 
Mr. Jim Townsend   (Shepherd) 
Executive Director 
Tourism Economic Development Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


